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VACV had a very successful election cycle.  VACV endorsed 115 candidates this election cycle – 30 in the Senate and 85 in the House.  Of our endorsed candidates, 87 were elected – 23 in the Senate and 64 in the House.  Our success rate of 75%, while exciting, does not tell the whole story.  VACV took more risks this cycle by endorsing several newcomers running for open seats or challenging known anti-environmental incumbents.  

VACV endorsed thirty-eight very exciting newcomers without any previous legislative record.  Eighteen of the new candidates won election, several vulnerable incumbents held their seats, and two of our three top-tier House candidates defeated long-term powerful anti-environment incumbents. 

( High Priority Races

Our highest priority was to defeat three anti-environment House members: Ruth Towne, Frank Mazur and George Schiavone.  

In 2002, Towne and Schiavone won by narrow margins and VACV worked hard to close this gap in 2004.  Mazur has run unopposed for years and VACV saw an opportunity to get behind a strong candidate, Michelle Kupersmith, and defeat him.  All three incumbents had an overall VACV average score of below 25%.  Mazur and Towne were the Chairs of two important committees of the House, Transportation and Agriculture respectively, and throughout their tenure have never worked with the conservation community.  In their bids for re-election all three incumbents touted themselves as being good on environmental issues. 

In all three high priority races, VACV worked with a phone vendor in early October to identify likely environmental supporters and undecided voters; mailed a targeted persuasion piece to these identified voters in all three districts highlighting the poor environmental voting records of Towne, Mazur, and Schiavone; mailed a targeted GOTV piece to identified voters in all three districts; mailed an endorsement piece to the VACV database; operated a targeted GOTV phone bank effort for all three races; ran ads in local papers; arranged letters to the editor in local papers; generated volunteers to go door-to-door and canvass at local events; and circulated an endorsement email in the last days of the campaign.  

Steve Green who won by a narrow margin of 51 votes defeated Towne.  Green won with 51.59% of the total vote.  Michelle Kupersmith who won by 201 votes defeated Mazur. Kupersmith won with 54.82% of the total vote.  In a close race, Schiavone won his bid for re-election by 49 votes with 51% of the total vote.

( Priority Races

Our next priority was to protect environmental leaders and friends Willem Jewett, Floyd Nease, Ann Pugh, pick up Walt Freed’s open seat with Bob Hartwell, and defeat a low scoring incumbent Harvey Smith.  

( Willem Jewett, a member of House Judiciary, has a 100% VACV voting record.  In his first bid for re-election (when incumbents are most vulnerable), Jewett faced a tough race against the chair of the Addison County chapter of the United Way. 

For Jewett, VACV generated volunteers to canvass in Cornwall, mailed a GOTV piece to targeted voters in the district of Addison-2 and mailed an endorsement piece to the VACV database.  Jewett prevailed by 665 votes with 63% of the total vote.

(  Floyd Nease, a member of the House Agriculture Committee, was a true leader on Genetically Modified Organisms in the past biennium. In his first bid for re-election, it was rumored that big agricultural corporate interests would target Nease for defeat.

For Nease, VACV canvassed at Johnson State College and spoke with voters in the surrounding area, mailed a GOTV piece to targeted voters in Johnson and Eden, and mailed an endorsement piece to the VACV database.  Nease prevailed by 723 votes and 68% of the total vote.

(  Pugh is a good friend to the environment and has an above average VACV score.  She faced a tough opponent this year.  In 2002 Pugh won by a narrow margin and VACV wanted to ensure that Pugh returned to the statehouse.  

For Pugh, VACV had volunteers canvassing on the ground, mailed a GOTV piece to targeted voters in South Burlington and mailed an endorsement piece to the VACV database. Pugh prevailed by 529 votes and 60% of the total vote.

(  Bob Hartwell ran for an open seat that the former speaker of the house vacated this year.  The open seat offered the opportunity to elect a conservationist over a candidate that former Speaker Freed hand picked as his successor.  Hartwell was chair of the local Selectboard for four years and ran a solid campaign.
For Hartwell, VACV mailed a GOTV piece to targeted voters in Dorset, Peru, and Landgrove and had volunteers canvassing on the ground with the same GOTV piece. VACV also mailed an endorsement piece to the VACV database. Hartwell lost by 362 votes and 39% of the total vote.

(  Chris Goodrich faced Harvey Smith, who has an average VACV score of 25%.  Goodrich lost to Smith by 150 votes in 2002 and worked hard this second time around.  

For Goodrich, VACV generated letters to the editor; canvassed at the New Haven recycle depot and dump on a busy Saturday, mailed a GOTV piece to Weybridge and New Haven, and mailed an endorsement piece to the VACV database.  Goodrich lost by 59 vote and 46% of the total vote.

( Endorsed Candidates

All VACV endorsed candidates were mentioned in a press release dated September 28th and an endorsement mailing that went countywide to eight counties the week before the election.  A list of VACV endorsed candidates was also posted on the VACV website and circulated via the VACV email tree.

( Summary

VACV’s approach in identifying likely environmental supporters and undecided voters in the early stages of the 2004 campaign had a significant impact on our ability to target our message strategically.  VACV identified supporters and undecided voters by hiring a phone vendor service to make thousands of phone calls in our targeted districts asking the question, “Who do you rely on for your information:  Environmental Groups or Business groups, such as the Chamber of Commerce, Homebuilders Association and developers?  If the answer was business groups than the call was terminated.  If the answer was environmental groups than the caller went on to ask a question about our candidate and thus recording an ID - YES, NO, UNDECIDED.  VACV targeted our campaign activities utilizing this data and were able to spend our resources targeting and persuading voters to vote for the conservation minded candidates.

VACV’s grassroots strategy for this year’s election season also made a significant impact on our ability to assist candidates, as well as elevate the environment as an issue.   Through press releases and letters to the editor we have kept environmental protection in the forefront of the debate.  Our volunteer support has made a meaningful contribution to several campaigns.  Providing volunteer help has also built personal relationships with candidates that will serve us well in the future.  

VACV is excited about what we can accomplish in the upcoming legislative session with the results of our 2004 Campaign for the Environment.  
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