
[image: image1.png]



 

[image: image2.jpg]Burlington Iree Press

www.burlingtonfreepress.com





Sunday, November 7, 2004

A lawmaker's career ends, another's begins

By Nancy Remsen, Free Press Staff Writer 

Frank Mazur, holder of one of the most coveted leadership jobs in the Vermont House of Representatives, struggled in the days after Tuesday's election to understand why South Burlington voters had abruptly pulled the plug on his decade-long legislative career. 

In past elections, the Republican always won handily -- by growing margins since 1998. In 2002, Democrats didn't even field a challenger in his race. 

Tuesday his fortunes changed. Democrat Michele Kupersmith, a political newcomer, tallied 1,142 votes to his 941. 

The win didn't surprise Kupersmith. She worked hard to earn it, she said. She hadn't set out to topple a key Republican leader in the House, she added. It was simply the right time for her to pursue her dream of becoming a legislator and she happened to live in Mazur's House district. 

A dozen other Republican incumbents met the same fate as Mazur on Election Day as voters handed Democrats a decisive majority -- 83 of 150 House seats. Mazur, chairman of the House Transportation Committee for the past two years, was one of three Republican committee chairmen bumped out of office in the Democratic takeover.

Nursing a cup of coffee in a local bagel shop, the 62-year-old retired IBM engineer ticked off some possible explanations for his unexpected defeat by Kupersmith. They echoed reasons that other Republican leaders had offered since Tuesday for their party's dramatic legislative losses. 

Mazur said he was targeted by an environmental coalition for his support of Gov. Jim Douglas' pro-jobs agenda. 

He said he was unpopular with the state teachers association because he supported school choice and charter schools. 

He paid the price for being a Republican in a state where anti-Bush sentiment ran high, he said, and the GOP didn't do enough to lure its voters to the polls. 

He shook his head when he finished this list. "It's easy to Monday-morning quarterback." 

Winning ways 
Kupersmith, 51, made up her mind to run in May, she said, and set out to introduce herself and her passions to her neighbors. She's a lawyer who found part-time jobs and community service positions that allowed her to be a full-time mother to her two sons now in high school. 

She received advice from Democrats experienced in running campaigns, but drew up her own plan. 

"I knew from the start I had to become known broadly," said the Vermont native who has lived in her Brewer Parkway home for 18 years. "It wasn't just name recognition; people had to know me." 

She wanted them to know her political priorities -- helping people find rewarding, good-paying jobs, making health care available and affordable to everyone and enhancing public education. 

She went door-to-door -- and so did Mazur. She sent out mailings. Mazur did, too. She employed endorsements -- letting other people introduce her to their community. Her candidacy caught fire. 

"When I first went to the doors, there was that look of 'who are you?'" she said. Late in the campaign she detected a shift in voters' interest thanks to the publicity. "They were curious. It allowed for some really important conversations." 

Kupersmith didn't win every heart in the district. "A lot of people voted for Frank. They valued him," she said. "But do I feel confident I can represent everybody? Yes." 

Moving on 
Mazur is too busy to dwell on his loss. There's the family business managing apartments and office space to attend to, and the upcoming wedding of one of his three sons. 

Besides, he said, "I had 10 wonderful years." 

He's proud of his legislative accomplishments -- and took a minute to recall several. 

Topping his list was getting the Douglas administration and lawmakers of all political persuasions to recognize the $100 million gap between the money the Legislature was allocating and the amount needed annually to maintain the state's roads and bridges. 

When he was vice chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, he had money added to the state budget to pay for substance abuse counselors in middle and high schools.   He also was first to propose expanded public disclosure of disciplinary actions and malpractice settlements involving Vermont doctors. A Web site now provides Vermonters with this information. 

"It's a good job. It's always a challenge," Mazur concluded wistfully. Would he run for elected office again? "I don't know. I'm not even thinking about that." 
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