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Ruth Towne is publicly blaming environmental groups for her defeat.  She gets it wrong and points a finger at VNRC and VPIRG, but at least she recognizes who beat her, the environment.  

Towne ran a radio ad countering VACV's direct mail.

Frank Mazur is also blaming environmental groups.  Someone from the Mazur camp called 

legislative council to verify the votes VACV used in a direct mail piece that

 highlighted Mazur’s poor record on the environment. 

To Mazur’s dismay, our data was correct and he was defeated.
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November 3, 2004   
Green defeats incumbent Towne

Times Argus Staff

BERLIN – Democrat Stephen Green ousted longtime incumbent Republican Ruth Towne from her House seat Tuesday by a margin of just 51 votes.

The tight race reflects a turnabout from two years ago, when challenger Green lost by just 72 votes in the Washington 3-3 district, which includes all of Berlin and a small slice of Barre City. The unofficial tally was 825 for Green and 774 for Towne. Green's edge in Berlin was 668-651, and 157-123 in Barre.

Green, who retired from his job at the United Nations in 2000, and Towne, a 13-term representative who is a retired diary farmer, both went door to door across the district in the hard-fought race.

Green said he knew the race was going to be tight, but said he was surprised to hear he'd won Tuesday: "I felt it was going to be very close." He said he hoped to be able to serve on the Health and Welfare Committee in the House, dealing with issues such as health care.

Towne said she had a feeling she might lose because she'd been targeted by "liberal" organizations.

"I think it was a full court press by the pseudo-environmental groups we have here in the state that didn't like my stand on the issues," she said, listing organizations such as the Vermont Natural Resources Council and Vermont Public Interest Group.

Towne thanked her supporters for "reams of help" and financial assistance in the campaign and said at the age of 76, she could live with the results.

"All good things come to an end," she said.
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